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Celebrating the Ladies: Remember the Researchers

No, notthoseladies! We do a lot of focusing and celebrating the Seven Founders of the HSF, but tc
day, as we look to new stories to tell at the DH, it is important to know how we @atusrem

speakin@ and the people who made our stories happen. On March 9, the Museum turned 55. In 1¢
Mrs. Ethelyn Nightingale McKinnon was the legendary first volunteer director and collections
chairman. She ably oversaw the house creating a showplace from almost nothing until 1977, whel
retired. Since McKinnonds time t hethcdbritilys st
through antiques and decorative arts to a more fully fasghstdry of how people actually lived here
when the house was first built. This push for greater accuracy began in 1985, when an expert mad
site visit to examine how the Museum stacked
clean, welinaintained and a stunning site. . . . One of the first questions | had after touring the houst
6Why arend6t the rooms used for their origina
this should be a kindgHlswbrih,dMAR Assessmen.i der at i on. 0

This concern for a more accurate and true depiction of life eventually put the DH on the path it cont
ues to foll ow. I n Jdné&t WaterdHuntor) hiledHadcensultanesan Ml i r e ¢
Mays, through funding from the Georgia Association of Museums and Galleries Muse Program to
develop an interpretive plan. Both Mays and collections condirtaRipbgers, recommended that

our Museum focus on the |ife of | saiah Daven
available about the family and the furnishings, my recommendation would be to focus on the perioc
| sai ah Davenp er.tThiswodldindt exclide raemtiorioBtBeGime after his death, but
would center the interpretation on the time for which

the most documentary ev e. 0
tion to making this crucial recommendation, Mays w|
0l sai ah Davenport: A B y p
graph with extensive footnotes, in 1992, which has
the cornerstone of the r s
To further this quest for authenticity, scholar Rogers
was hired to write a furnishing plan which has guide
Museum leaders in creating the period rooms which
constituted the Museum wr
defined by the mission statement, the goal of the D
Rort House is to recreate interiors which reflect the n .

00l d School 6 DH Docu

od when Isaiah Davenport lived in the house, that is 1992 notecard box containing Isaiah Davenport
182027. Fortunately, the estate inventory and sale d@g; grecard box conaining 'saian Lavenpo

; o iographical information, DH Interpretive Plan
umentsfor Mr. Davenport exist, providing invauable Notebook and 1994 DH Furnishing Plan.

ltds not too | ate to be a DH Friend! S
House Museum within. If you do not see you name, know your museum needs yoU!

Davenport House Museum, 324 E. State Street, Savannah, GA 31401
912.236.8097 * 912.28&38 (fax) * www.DavenportHouseMuseum.org

Follows us on Twitter and Facebook



ContinuedRésear pheds

information upon which to base the furnishing
pl an. ¢ Good house mu
plans as foundation documents which basically
staff oOowhere to put t
e r s épagé @ab provided us ample rationale f
making the decisions on how the rooms should
look.

The plan was controversial for Savannah at the
ti me because the prim
curately the ambience of the 1820s, one must

Westfiel dds Wor k: B u
Foundation of Historical Research

r) a.y ‘?n thfe Palf,l@llly \%/gs%fienga graduate stu-

b dent at GSLArmstrong Campus, presented
e B oo A ke Sor KO0 ¢k
port House Bondpeople: A Review of
New and Old Sources and a Reconstruc-
tionoftheirPreDavenpor fThisL/ ves
was not an unexpected gift as she had been
: avérking dndt throggh theesanimer, batdts
= quality and comprehensiveness were an un-

avoid the impulse to clutter a room with decorativy anticipated revelation. The Museum often
objects. o This stuck d i Ptigates and receiedvondbri@ilatudent o f
those who loved the portraits, silver, furniture apd work, but usually its creation is an academic
curtains that the Davenport House had accumulat- exercise and not always something that has a

ed and exhibited over the years. In fact, the degi-life once the work is turned in. As Kelly searched for a project to

sions were sO provoca
work was put in a drawer for several years until
group of communitgpirited individuals hoped to
give the DH o60credo6 by
winning reinterpretation.

At that time, 19992002, DH folks acquired the

input of noted interiors scholar Page Talbott, who o _ _ :
L d back in time from the 1820s, and then following their chain of sale

assured the DH Committee that they already ha
good schol arship in R

work as the basis for decisions. What Talbott did _ h _ : )
h sented three different training sessions in the @ietah to a

was put Davenport House people in contact wit

vendors and provided choices for fabrics, wallpp

pers, etc. She also helped leaders execute the
ersd furnishing plan.

The reason | am recounting what is probably ol
news to you is that we now have a whole new 4

of information which broadens our story and pro-

vides insights into the lives of twelve people wh
lived and worked in the house in the eatlycés-
tury. The scholarship on the enslaved workers
owned by Isaiah Davenport provided by gradud
studenKelly Westfieldtakes its place alongside
the work of Mays and Rogers as stepping stonég
greater understanding of our site. Betsdéesh,
Sarahand their childrersaiah, Jr, Henry Kol-
lock, Hugh McCall, Benjamin Rush Archibald
Clark, Cornelia AugustaandDudley, now we
have details aboiMNancy, Bella, Jack Jacoh
Isaac, Polly, Ned, Davy, Mary, Ann, Tom and
Deeping. Through thoughtful scholarship, our
story keeps getting richer and more precious!

Thank you, ladies! JC

t fuMllegradudteocreditusBe! had hépbdad findRiesgeadaris®f the
aDavenportds ensl aved workers a
present. Not having a background genealogical research and hav-
mgriimiged tkmie, 3 degitled tio focsk in anwther direction. Sensing
her keen research skills would be better used combing repositories
and record centers both online and in person, she found a wealth
of new information tracing the

o ang ‘h@r@ocqm@rﬁa{‘)yrfoptprigt Iqsdfar li)agk a%tlgeéeco[rdﬁ \{vogld

.1 take her. From this work, which she continues to refine, she pre-

_ capacity crowd of DH docents listening with eagerness and hang-
R(i)ra]g on her every word.

She | aunched her work checking

4 erty information gathered Busan M. Maysin the early 1990s.

et Following this, Westfield exar
ined cemetery records, ship
manifests, jail records, newsj

ity 203 it B B p Sy
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pers, personal corresponden| - - #5: ¥ - - ;C{’ﬁ j;d
tax and land records, as she ‘5{“”’: ;m' o 7; N
te Chased down information abc| o- ‘&76 o N R e
Davenportés oc| 45y L welty
< {3js enslaved workers. This | 3 Pt 5 R xS0

. | 2 : 7 D a0y
work is remarkable and rare i} pges T ;'_ > ’j 5o
a house museum. Important| . = s# aresh . s

. . Hok.., f/fghﬂ7ﬂ,h,/@w“ i Sl
new themes will be incorpo- | .7 PTG T
. L P XS s,
rated into our story because (| ¥ 2 G E g ik : P
. . . . p o 2 ooy 2 /BY._ . P a
this research, including the ir} Wﬁ;fﬁj@"ﬁ%’ Y s
terconnectedness and mobili| “ ,Zﬁ/&/}‘f SO Tl i

il Tl AR e B L R
of slave families between coy oz f-&%y - -~ — — -

try and city and between gy Dty D 356
y y and AP Devir GYLLD) ol
squares and neighborhoods; ‘ e A 7
use of chattel property as col-inventory of John Rentz (c. 1795) listing two
lateral in financial dealings of girls named Peggy and Nancy.

Nancy was later the property of |. Davenport.



the household; enslaved young people and children within the household; IOREFINISHING THE

term service (some domestics remainedaitth Davenporfor decadeB
Mary, Ann, Bella, Isaacand Jacabh i | e ot her s wer e
spirituality and religious life (some enslaved workers lived for a time with
Sal zburgers and Nedo6s family has
George Leilepreached and baptizaddrew Bryarn); freedom seeking, re-
sistance, and family separation; and occupations within the household.

research provides new mysteries and questions which will be fodder for futuR®use. It was refin-§8

research. We are grateful that
lives of half the household giving us many new stories to tell and lives to
plore.

Here is a smattering of new material to ponder.

- Nancy originated in Ebenezer and was sold five times before she was
chased by Davenport. Her original home in Savannah was with the Salz
Germanspeaking Lutherans, in the rural area of Vernonburg/Whitebluff/
Skidaway Island. Nancy could speak German. She ran away and throu
runaway ad placed in the local newspaper, we know details about her ph
appearance. She traveled to New
pened to her after that.

- Bellawas from the Beaufort/Hilton Head Island area and was owned by
large plantation owning family, the Baldwins. Prior to her sale to Davenp
she spent her life in the area of the Lowcountry known for the cultivation
rice, indigo and cotton. She was sold to Davenport along with her four ¢
dren. Her family remained in tact for a number of years, but eventually h¢
Jack died or went to live elsewhere as did her daughter Polly. Bella and
sons Isaac and Jacob remained the property of Sarah Davenport for at I¢
years.

- Mary, Ann andDeeping were purchased by Isaiah Davenport and then

bei
t he

Because
ahos

oyell ow. 6
of | sai

t hey
property

we
i n

ng
sal e

Ann became the property of Sarah Davenport and remained with her until t

1860s. Either Mary or Ann or both had a number of children in the 1830
and 50s born into servitude and
Ann were seamstresses. Ship manifests show that Mary made at least t

solc .
to his mothein-law,Susannah Clark In the sales records, Mary is listed a$
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ex-Cleaning Week by
Chuck Heydinger
with Jane Crawford
of Frank Furniture Studio. After five
hur-days of their labor, it looks beautiful.
burhigydinger and Crawford took off the
top layer of residue, did a minimal
yh tAEount of sanding and applied a layer
ysi@fishellac. Prior to refinishing, DH
ymgiptgnance,committgegnengbgrg, e
David Bloomquist andTom Hoff-
man, along with Heydinger, removed
@ the pin at the newel post to see what
DIt, was inside in order to address the
O_f looseness of the rail and posts. The
Nil- pin and newel post hold the key to
el Seiuch of the stability of the stair railing
ner il banisters. Inside the pin was a
pasivdoden washer that we guess Isaiah
put in place.
Heydinger
tightened the
y CeRsral sup
R?Tt Pindies s
within the
newel post
and. all 8P
peg)r%to bee gsp ©
stable as ever,

b

o

]

to New York City during her 1ife a\/\?’easiourc?‘ocentstotellour<[/)|5|tors ©
- N e d f@amily was owned Bgnathan Bryanof Brampton Plantation and to treat the railing and stairs as our
was | isted with Andrew Bryan, Salv apremierlarflifsct, g5 ivall aseaecess to g
a carpenter as was his father who was also named Ned. the bedroom level.
- Dave, like Nancy, was a freedom seeker. He was once the property of|Isairpank you taAnn Lytle who funded
ahos Bamoetadevas a wagoner. He, like Ned, was not repurchased g important preservation work.
foll owing the sale of I saiah Daveneortos rop erto?/ n
purchased b§aron Championand remained his property until 1856 when|he FY! 8 The railing is made of Hondu-
died of o0old age. 6 He is buri ed| i'# MaQIaRy.cPne ponders how i o
— - i was acquired for the home. One can
REPORT OF INTERMENTS IN LAUREL GROVE CEMETERY 5'@ Imai:glnedal‘ Shiimint Comlrlgf intl—?‘ the
ort and Isaiah choosing it for his
_w:f . -,.(..M/”:‘:,*’L., ; . o % ~ Eome and showplace. ’
B MW el |
Laur el Grove South Interment Report from January 1860 sh



Corneliads Al bum TakRes a TrCip

Last summer DH volunteer archiB$ierry
Cortesrecommended that the Museum send N
0Corneliabds albumé to get evaluated for co
vation. Similar to
Sarah Da
album on exhibit in
the second floor
hal |l way,
is a multipage
memory book from
183940 filled with
girlhood memen-
Jeff Freeman with the toes including
album ready to be shipper{eaves and. flowers
ocks of hair, exam
ples of penmanship and poetry, sheet m
and calling cards from her time at Hartfo
Female Seminary in Connecticut. Altho
one of our most precious artifacts, it is fil
with what a curato : herent VvIce, O
which is oa natural cduypmpched eristic that causes

&

1 W tour map

some goods to be spoiled or become dam Vg yon st ancyy 2y B
ageddé and has been| @meiaoblem to care f.or. powy |
The binding is gone and many of the itemspavenport School L i
encased are no longer held in places an sligigum B .
to the center when the books is picked up. 183940 T m—
) Marbleized paper RecentlyHugh Golson donated this
In February, Frances Harrell senior cover 1965 bookl et on Savar
preservation specialist with the Northeast 8 1/ 86 X 6 136 X whichldrie belonged to HSF founder
Document Conservation Center in Ando-| Approximately 80 Anna Hunte( an.d was a gift to her
ver, MA came to the DH to pack the book pages (many unfilled) from preservationiStella Henderson

for shipping. It arrived successfully at its

destination. The evaluation will be free of charge but any solution to its

conservation and preservation will incur a fee. So we wait and hope for

solutions to preserve the album and maybe also methods to exhibit it on

occasion. I f we are satisfied with the work on Cori
need to think about the same for Sarahods!

Below is a transcribed treasure of a letter from Algebra class 1840
contained in Corneliads Al bum

| Elisabeth Terry of Hartford, Conn. Do faithfully promise, that one of my
daughters (should heaven kindly grant me any) shall be called Cornelia or
Augusta Davenport, in honor of my dear friend & school mate C.A. Daven-
port of Savannah Georgia, & | hereunto do | annex my name and seal.
Algebra clas$ iy of June 1840

L.L.S. Elizabeth Terry Last sprindhe Decorative Arts Trustheld

In presence of Maria E. Collins its conference in Savannah. The results of

Theo_doria C. Eckley . the visjt are reflected in its summer publica-
And may she posses the inward and outward adornings of that ggrRSGIERHOYSver story being about wallpa-

conqueror. Completely complaisant Carefully compounded of gestragedven¥y@lthe Major John Berrien

ity, aurtes;, comdiness Na aontinually adloquial, aneted, aic add House. The DH is mentioned in the story
close, complaining with photos of its Entrance Hall wallpaper
Her complexion clear. Contour comparatively congmous. Condud eommendaz Ri bbon Tr el |
ble constantly correct.



