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DIED. 

In this City on the 19th inst. Mrs. Maria B. 

Carter, wife of the 

Rev. Abiel Carter, and 

daughter of the Rev. 

Dr. Beach , of New 

Jersey.  In the death of 

this amiable and ex-

emplary lady; society 

has been deprived of 

one of the most valuable members, and a 

deeply afflicted husband has been 

called to exercise submission to the dis-

pensation of Almighty God, by one of 

the severest trials of faith.  From an early 

period in her life, she had honored the 

cause of her Lord and Master, not only by 

the devout attendance at the sanctuary, 

and by uniting with the followers of her 

Saviour, at the sacramental board, but by 

a life and conversation evincing the ar-

dor of her faith and the sincerity of her 

piety.  In her last illness the Christian 

graces appeared in all their lustre.  She 

committed the dearest objects of her 

earthly affection to the care of her 

Heavenly Father, with lively confidence; 

and waited with patience her appointed 

time.  Truly òblessed are the dead that 

die in the Lord.ó 
Savannah Georgian. November 1, 1827. 

 

Died. 

In this city on the 1st inst. the Rev. Abiel 

Carter, aged 36 years and 8 months. He 

survived his affectionate and much la-

mented wife by 82 hours.  òThey were 

lovely and plastic in their lives and in 

their death they were not divided.ó 

Mr. Carter was born at Concord, in New-

hampshire on the 2d of March, 1791, and 

received the honors of Dartmouth Col-

lege in his native state.  He commenced 

the study of the law in the city of New 

York, but this subsequent religious im-

pression and conviction of duty, prompt-

ing him to enter the Sacred Ministry, he 

applied for and received Holy Orders, 

and settle at Trenton in New Jersey.  In 

1817 he married Miss Maria Beach, 

daughter of the Rev. Dr. Beach, of New 

Brunswick.  In 1822 he accepted the rec-

torship of Christ Church in this city. 

By the death of this learned and distin-

guished Clergyman, three lovely chil-

dren of a tender age deprived of their 

only remaining parent. Society mourns 

the loss of a favorite member, and one of 

her firmest pillars, the Church, of an able, 

devoted and evangelical preacher.  Like 

his Divine Master, he went about doing 

good, and was so desirous of affording 

consolation to the bereaved and afflict-

ed, that in many instances he appeared 

to forget the regard that was due to the 

preservation of his health.  The love of 

the kindness dwell in his heart and shone 

in all his actions.  His intercourse with 

the world was marked with urbanity and 

the exercise of the Christian Spirit.  He 

was peculiarly qualified for the chamber 

of sickness, and possessed in a great de-

gree the happy facility of soothing the 

mind and leaving a religious impression.  

In his last sickness, he exhibited the tri-

umph of faith and experienced abun-

dantly the power and consolation of the 

religion, which through the Providence 

of God, he had successfully recommend-

ed to others.  òFrom henceforth blessed 

are the dead that die in the Lord; even is 

saith the Spirit for they rest from their 

labors.ó 
Savannah Georgian.  November 3, 1827. 

 

A Method of Obtaining Natural Flowers 

in Winter -  Choose some of the most 

perfect buds of a flower you wish to pre-

serve much as are late in bloom, and 

ready to open; cut them off with a pair of 

scissors, leaving to each, if possible, a 

piece of stem about three inches long; 

cover the end of the stem immediately 

with Spanish wax, and, when the buds 

are a little shrunk, wrap each up in a 

piece of paper, clean and dry, and lock 

them up in a dry box or drawer, and they 

will keep without corrupting.  In winter, 

or any other time, when you would have 

flowers bloom take the buds over night, 

cut off the end of the stem, and put the 

bud into water, where in  a little nitre or 

salt was infused, and the next day you 

will see the buds open and expand, and 

the flow-

ers dis-

play 

their 

most 

lively 

colours, 

and 

breathe their agreeable odour. 
Savannah Georgian. November 6, 1827. 

 

STOLEN 

Stolen from the subscriber, on the 6th inst. 

a yellow boy, named HENRY, about 13 

years old, 4 feet 4 or 5 inches high, he 

had on, when taken away, a humhums 

shirt and Osnaburgs pantaloons.  As an 

attempt of the same nature was made 

some time since by Wm Williams, a col-

ored man and cooper by trade, it is high-

ly probably that he is the perpetrator.  A 

reasonable recompense will be given for 

the recovery of the boy. 

 DANIEL WILLIAMS.   
Savannah Georgian, November 9, 1827. 

 

Many a sign and many a pain 

Mingle with the merchantõs gain; 

Bitter thoughts and feelings sour,  

Mar the statesmanõs taste for power: 

Rival praise and critic blame 

Quelch the poetõs thirst of fame: 

Of Ambitionõs place possest 

The lawyer still but finds unrest; 

And the soldierõs noble fire 

Blazes high but to expire. 

Thus it is with mortals all: --  

 

 



Pleasures courting but to pallñ 

Hopes still riding but to fall-   

Honey poisonõd into gall.  

--  Lit Chronical 

Savannah Georgian. November 7, 1827. 

 

200,000 Sweet Oranges, now on the 

trees at Dun-

goness plan-

tation, south 

end of Cum-

berland Is-

land, are 

offered for sale.  Applications to be 

made to P. M. Nightingale, on the prem-

ises. 

A. G. Miller. Factor. Savannah 
Savannah Georgian. November 23, 1827. 

 

Love ð Is not merely a mental affection, 

but also a bodily malady, like a fever.  It 

has its seat in the blood & animal spirits, 

which are always extremely agitated; 

and may I have no doubt, be subjected 

to a methodical treatments such as 

strong suderides, and copious bleeding, 

which by carrying off with the humors 

this irritation of the spirits, would purge 

the blood, calm its emotion, and restore 

it to its natural state.  An illustrious 

prince, who was seized with a violent 

attachment to a lady of great merit, was 

called to set out for the army.  During his 

absence, his passion was kept alive by 

remembrance and frequent epistolary 

correspondence, till the close of the 

campaign, when a dangerous malady 

which attacked him, reduced him to the 

last extremity. All the usual remedies, 

gusted to the distem-

per were applied, and 

the prince recovered; 

but without recover-

ing his love, which 

had been fairly car-

ried off by the medi-

cal treatment an an-

tiphogic regimen.    
Savannah Georgian, November 17, 1827. 

 

H APPY THANKSGIVING ! 

DAVENPORT  H OUSE CALENDAR : 

NOVEMBER  2017 

National Opera Week ð October 27 

through November 5 

Wednesday, November 1 from 

noon until 1:30 p.m. in the KP 

ð  Opera Advocacy Day - Anna 

Hunter  opera Lunch and Learn 

(Ching, Zouves, Credle ð guests; 

must RSVP to attend) 

- 7 p.m. - Dress Rehearsal/

Anna Hunter opera/by invi-

tation only 

Thursday, November 2 from 6 to 8 

p.m. at the Gingerbread House, 

1921 Bull Street ð HSF Annual 

Meeting (meeting followed by a 

reception.  DH people are en-

couraged to attend.) 

- 6:30 p.m. in the KP -  Anna 

Hunter/opera 

Friday, November 3 from 9 a.m. ð 

Fall garden planting 

- 10 a.m. until done (4 p.m.) ð 

Friends letter mailing prep 

 -  6:30 p.m. and 8:30 p.m. ð An-

na Hunter/opera 

Saturday, November 4  ð DH 

Closed to Tours (Rock nõ Roll 

Marathon) 

 - 2 p.m., 5 p.m. and 7 p.m. ð 

Anna Hunter/opera 

Monday, November 6 all day/until 

done  ð Touch up of faux grain-

ing/Malcolm Robson 

Tuesday, November 7 at 9 a.m. ð 

Urban Slavery Exhibit Committee 

- from 4 to 6 p.m. ð Road 

Scholars/Urban Slavery pro-

gram 

- from 6 to 8 p.m. ð SAA JIs  

Wednesday, November 8 at 5 p.m.

ñ Dance rehearsal 

Tuesday, November 14 from 6 to 8 

p.m. ð SAA JIs 

Wednesday, November 15 at 5 p.m. 

ð Dance Rehearsal 

Thursday, November 16 at 8:30 

a.m. ð DH Endowment Direc-

tors Quarterly Meeting 

-  4:30 to 8:30 p.m. -  DH Soiree 

fundraiser redemption dinner  

 Monday, November 20 at 10 a.m. 

ð Prepare the house for Decem-

ber Interpretation 

 -  5:30 p.m. ð All Staff Meeting 

 Tuesday, November 21 at 11 a.m. 

ð Davenport House Committee 

 - 6 to 8 p.m. ð SAA JIs 

Wednesday, November 22 at 1 p.m. 

ð DH Closes for Thanksgiving 

(last tour at 12:30 p.m.) 

 - 5 p.m.  ð Dance Rehearsal 

Thursday, November 23 ð DH 

Closed for Thanksgiving 

Friday, November 24 ð SAA JI Day 

 -  at 6:45 p.m. -  HOLLY JOLLY 

TROLLEY TOUR series begins 

(with Old Town Trolley) through 

December 24 every evening 

Saturday, November 25  ð SAA JI 

Day 

Monday, November 27 at 2 p.m. ð 

DH DOCENT HOLIDAY   RE-

FRESHER/ End of Year Celebra-

tions (special focus: Bells/sounds 

of daily life) 

Tuesday, November 28 at 10 a.m. -  

DH DOCENT HOLIDAY   RE-

FRESHER/ End of Year Celebra-

tions (special focus: Bells/sounds 

of daily life) 

 - 6 to 8 p.m. -  SAA JIs ð evaluate 

the program 

Wednesday, November at 5 p.m.ñ

Dance Rehearsal 

 

TOUR RESERVATIONS IN   

N OVEMBER : 

Tuesday, November 7 at 11 a.m. ð

Travel Authority  ð 50p 

Thursday, November 9 at 12:30 

a.m. ð Tales of the South ð 50p 

Wednesday, November 30 at 3 

p.m. ð Ambassadaires ð 30-40p 

 

DIAMOND  TOURS SCHEDULE : 

Tuesday, November 7 at 2:35 (27p) 

and 3:35 (38p) 

Tuesday, November 28 at 2:35 

(48p) and 3:35 (53p)   

 



KEEP IN  M IND  FOR DECEMBER : 

New this year:   

-   Friday, December 1 from 5 to 7 

p.m. ð DAVENPORT HOUSE 

CHRISTMAS PARTY (YõALL COME) 

-   Monday, December 11 at 6:30 

p.m. ð Damon Lee Fowler will 

speak on THE ANTEBELLUM  

COOK:  SKILLED  AND  PROUD 

(Nancy 

Carter 

Crump 

needed to 

postpone 

her lecture 

on open 

hearth 

cooking until sometime in 2018.  

Stay tuned). 

 - Tuesday, December 26 through 

Saturday, December 30 ð HOLI-

DAY EVENING  TOURS BY CAN-

DLELIGHT   

(Get your costume ready!!)  

See our prep for the holidays needs 

later in the newsletter 

 

SHOP  N EWS: 

- Great new gift ideas for the holidays: 

¶ 2018 Savannah Calendar 

¶ Moscow Mule cups 

¶ Holiday spreaders 

¶ Teapots for every decor 

¶ Canape plates 

¶ Holiday trays 

¶ Old fashioned toys to make great 

stocking stuffers for the kids 

¶ Custom notecards by local artists 

 -  New book titles: 

Journal of a Residence on a Georgia Planta-

tion in 1838-1839 by Frances Anne 

Kemble 

Quotations of Alexander Hamilton 

Hearthside Cooking by Nancy Carter 

Crump 

American Slave Interviews 

Restoring Lost Times: Savannahõs Anna 

Colquitt Hunter 

- Holiday Shopping:  Donõt fight the 

crowds at the mall when you can do 

all of your holiday shopping at the 

Davenport House Museum Gift 

Shop. To thank you for your time and 

knowledge, we are offering volun-

teers, Friends of the Davenport 

House, and staff a special 25% dis-

count on most shop items. This sale 

will take place between December 1 

through 15 so start making your list! 

- Lafayette/Continues:  And, if you 

cannot get enough of Lafayette, we 

have terrific books on the Great Man! 

 

DOCENT  N EWS:  

-  Welcome:  Two new DH docents 

are in training.  Welcome Paula 

Hough  and Bob Prettyman.  Hope-

fully both will be up and running as 

full-fledged docents by mid-

December.   

-  Holiday Interpretation:  The End-

of-Year Holiday interpretation will be 

up the week of Thanksgiving.  Along 

with the materials that have been 

gathered over the years, staff is focus-

ing on THE  BELLS OF DAILY  L IFE  

for extra consideration.  Review mate-

rials will be available after November 

21.  There will be two training ses-

sions one on November 27 at 2 p.m. 

and one on November 28 at 10 a.m. 

to review materials and hear about 

bread. 

- Dining Room:  Thank you for your 

patience with the Dining Room inter-

pretation that changed with the Lafa-

yette program.  It will stay in Lafayette 

mode until November 20 when we 

have End of Year Holidays interpreta-

tion 

JUNIOR  INTERPRETERS : 

-  New class:  Welcome Savannah 

Arts Academy AP American History 

students Chloe Alfred, Josei Beisel, 

Deana Brink, Rachael Brown, Nai-

omi Cookson, Adam Davis, Anna 

Everly, Mary Hamilton , Meghan 

McKenna, Sian Michaels, Anna 

Marie Mireles, Sydnie Robeds, 

Tiana Ruden, Keyoona Williams 

and Cassidy Wittig, who are training 

to be Junior Interpreters at the DH.  

They will give tours for the first time 

on Friday, November 24 and Satur-

day, November 25.  Thank you Mr. 

Michael Johnson at Savannah Arts 

Academy for being the programõs 

sponsor. 

   

MAINTENANCE : 

-  GARDEN  POTS:  Fall planting of 

the pots and parterre will be done 

around November 1st.  We are trying 

out some new plants and a list of 

these will be on the guest book table 

in the hall once all the plants are in. 

-It could be fungus:  We are address-

ing issues with our St. Augustine turf 

in the garden.  The problem has ne-

cessitated our getting an upgrade in 

our insecticide/fertilization service ð 

All Green. 

- FAUX GRAINING  TOUCH  UP:  It is 

an honor to have Robson Worldwide 

Graining back at the DH for the first 

time in 15 years.  The Robsons will 

repair and touch up the 9 grained 

doors beginning Monday, November 

6th..  They will do this 

work while tours are in 

operations and they are 

always happy to discuss 

their process.  You 

should visit the Rob-

sonõs website Robson 

Worldwide Graining, 

Ltd. to learn more 

about them.  Just know 

they are fifth (Malcolm) and sixth 



(Paul) generation grainers - their an-

cestors began in England in the 1870s!   

PUTTING  ON  A SHOW ABOUT  THE  

GREAT MAN ! 

-  Thank you all for making Lafayette 

in Savannah 1825 a creative success.  

Raleigh Marcell put together a new 

show with the help of Jamal Touré, 

who incorporated information about 

patriot James Armistead Lafayette 

into his powerful presentation. 

-  Thank you to our generous per-

formers Olivia Arneson, Jeff Free-

man, John Grattan, Maggie Han-

nan, Stacy Hess, John Leonti, Jody 

Leyva, Rod MacKay, Rebecca Rob-

inson Magee Roe, Olivia Roe, An-

na Smith, Jamal Touré, Greg Vach, 

Jan Vach and Jill Wert. 

 -  Other program workers:  Pat 

and Rick Fraker,  Linda Garner and 

Tim Garner, William Hansill , Mary 

Jane Mataxas, Hugh Osborne,  

Katherine Owens, and Mizti Toth  

placed posters and post cards all over 

the historic district.  Thank you, as 

well, to everyone who took a poster 

and post card to entice attendance. 

Business owners were generous in 

allowing us to put posters in their 

windows. 

-  Media:  We had wonderful media 

attention for the program including an 

appearance on Claire Beverlyõs Alpha-

Media radio show and Mid -

Morning Live (WTOC), a òDoó sec-

tion article in the Savannah Morning 

News and listings in its calendars, a 

Jessica Leigh Lobos story in Con-

nectSavannah. Carriage Trade PR 

picked up the announcement!  Visi-

tSavannah promoted the show as 

well.  Thank you to all who tweeted 

and Facebooked about it. 

-  Treats that made a difference:  

The cast is profoundly grateful for the 

treats and goodies volunteers provid-

ed to get them through the eveningõs 

performances.  Thank you to Karen 

Eskew, Caroline Holder, Roseann 

Hooper, Katherine Keena, Kathe-

rine Owens, and Lynn Townsend. 

-  Poster and Post Cards:  Sherene 

LaMarche designed the poster and 

post cards.  Stunning! 

-  Shop staffing:   Thank you to Kyra 

Frew/ Caroline Jackson/Gaye Kur-

mas/Alexis Williamson who 

worked the shop every night.  They 

were our front line for the show. 

-  Safety/Program Monitors:  

Thank you to:  Antonella Halbart, 

Haley Osborne, Sharla Kicenski, 

Yuging Zeng, 

 

ROAD SCHOLARS:   

Our Road Scholar program will wind 

down on November 1 after three ses-

sions presenting the DHõs urban slav-

ery program.  Thank you to the pro-

gramõs workers Marty Barnes, Phyl-

lis Carlino, Mary Jane Mataxas, 

Rod MacKay, Hugh Osborne, 

Mitzi Toth , Jill Wert as well as Ra-

leigh Marcell and Jeff Freeman.  

We already have the dates for the 

spring.  Please make note of these and 

know we will need you! 

2/20, 2/27, 3/6, 3/20, A special on 

Sunday, 3/25, 4/3, 4/10, 4/17, 4/24, 

5/1 and 5/8! 

TAUCK TOURS:   

We had a truncated Tauck Tours sea-

son because of Hurricane Irma.  

However our October attendance was 

fine. Thank you to all who worked.  

Our fall series of six Tauck Tours vis-

its ended on October 16th.   The DH 

could not do the program without 

stellar volunteer help.  Thank you to 

Marty Barnes, Phyllis Carlino, Lin-

da Garner, Antonella Halbart, Rod 

MacKay, Hugh Osborne, Kathe-

rine Owens, Roger Smith, John 

Sorel, Don Starr .  The DH has set 

aside fifteen dates in the spring when 

Tauck Tours return.  The series be-

gins on March 22.   

 

   DIAMOND TOURS :   

[Who else helped?] We had fourteen 

Diamond Tours groups in October.  

Thank you to:  Marty Barnes, Phyl-



lis Carlino, Sherry Hines, Linda 

Garner, Dottie Kraft, Mary Jane 

Mataxas, Raleigh Marcell, Hugh 

Osborne, Mitzi Toth and Alexis 

Williamson (who came in after 

school) for managing the work load 

under Rebecca Bustinduyõs direction. 

There were a number of special tours 

too.  Thank you to all of you who 

helped! 

 

ITõS CRAZY BUT ITõS ALMOST 

HOLIDAY TIME:   

LETõS GET READY 

November is the month the Muse-

um preps for the December holi-

day season. 

See the lists on the kitchen door as 

to where you can help. 

 

The DH schedule is as follows.   

-  Invitations and Party - Invita-

tions to the DH Christmas Party 

will go out around November 8.  The 

party will be held on Friday, Decem-

ber 1 from 5 to 7 p.m. when Volun-

teers, Friends and Staff will enjoy each 

otherõs company.  Volunteers are al-

ways generous in providing dishes 

(appetizers and sweets) for the bounti-

ful table.  There will be a sign-up on 

the kitchen door in November for 

volunteers to note if they will bring a 

dish and what it might be.   Anyone 

wishing to help with preparing the 

invitations for mailing, please let Ja-

mie or Rebecca know. 

-  December Interpretation ð On 

Monday, November 20, volunteers 

(Linda Meyer and Jan Vach) and Jeff 

will prep the Museum exhibit rooms 

for holiday interpretation.  Since 

Christmas was not observed with 

what we think of as holiday decora-

tions, the Davenport Houseõs inter-

pretation will focus on New Yearõs 

Eve and New Yearõs Day which were 

more secular and celebratory than the 

piety of Christmas.  Docents may pick 

up a copy of the December interpreta-

tion from Rebecca on November 21 

or later. 

-  Volunteer Docent Training for 

Holiday Interpretation: There will 

be two training/refreshers on our De-

cember interpretation, one is on Mon-

day, November 27 at 2 p.m. and the 

other is on Tuesday, November 28 at 

10 a.m. Docents should choose a time 

that suits them best. 

-  Up and Running: Everything will 

be all set for December interpretation 

by the late afternoon of Monday, No-

vember 21 when the DH will have an 

ALL  STAFF MEETING  to review the 

exhibit area and discuss the season.  

[All Staff Meeting at 5:30 p.m. on No-

vember 20]. 

-  Holiday Lights Tour :  The DH 

and Old Town Trolley partner in 

presenting evening tours November 

24 through December 24.   The DH is 

delighted with this partnership that 

hopefully will bring over 1,100 visitors 

to our house to learn about holiday 

traditions and experience our fine 

house in the evening.  WE NEED 

YOUR HELP WITH THIS.  SEE 

THE SIGN UP ON THE KITCH-

EN DOOR.  We will provide cider 

and shortbread to our Holiday Lights 

Tour.   

About the program:   

1. The DH is responsible for all do-

cents interpreting the house.   

2. Trolleys will run EVERY NIGHT 

between Thanksgiving and Christ-

mas Eve when it will run every 

evening. WE NEED YOUR 

HELP WITH THIS! 

3. The first trolley will arrive at 6:45 

p.m.  Docents should be in place 

at 6:30 p.m. 

4.  There may be as many as 5 trolleys 

a night.  The DH should know in 

advance if that many will visit.  

Docents should plan on doing at 

least two tours per night and as 

many as 4 (20 minutes each). 

At the DH, tours emphasize our De-

cember interpretation, visit the first 

floor only and should last NO MORE 

than 20 minutes.  We will be delight-

ful, informative and swift.  See the 

docent sign-up sheet on the kitchen 

door. 

-  H OLIDAY  EVENING  TOURS:  The 

Museumõs exclusive public holiday 

hospitality and celebration will be the 

week between Christmas and New 

Yearõs when our DH folks don their 

finery (authentic period costumes are 

preferred ð not required) to welcome 

visitors during an open-house pro-

gram which lasts from 6 to 8:30 p.m. 

(December 26 through 30).  You will 

hear more 

about this.  

Staff can 

provide 

information 

about 

where to 

obtain a 

costume! 

There is 

still time to 

get a cos-

tume and enjoy the fun!!   

 

DONATIONS AND FRIEND S 

GIFTS DURING OCTOBER : 

Michael Pesce 

Nancy Welcher 

Maria Zouves 

 

WORTH  MENTIONING : 

-  HSF Annual Meeting:  Happy 

New Year!  Historic Savannah Foun-

dation will begin its new year on No-

 



vember 2nd with its annual meeting.  

The community is invited.  This yearõs 

event will be at The Gingerbread 

House, 1921 Bull Street (Donõt you 

want to see it!).  The business meeting 

will begin at 6 p.m. and a lovely recep-

tion will begin at 7 p.m.  So much 

about the DHõs future will be reflected 

in the annual meetingõs unveiling of a 

new Strategic Plan.   

-  Annual Giving:  Our Annual Ap-

peal letters will be in the mail in No-

vember 3.  Please know we appreciate 

everything you do for the DH.  Mone-

tary contributions help us continue the 

work that you care about.   

- Kendra Scott:  Thank you to Kendra 

Scott on Broughton Street for hosting 

a sale to benefit the DH and thank you 

all that came out to buy jewelry with 

20% of the proceeds going to the DH. 

- February 25 Event ð The Best Is 

Yet To Come!:  Planning for our Feb-

ruary 25 event is going terrifically.  We 

are looking towards the New Year and 

getting work done.  The tentative date 

to prep invitations is Monday, January 

15 in the KP. Mark your calendar!  We 

will also need treats which DH folks 

do so well.  Watch for the sign up on 

the kitchen door. 

-  Survey of Guests:  Grad student 

Kelly Westfield will survey our guests 

during the first few weeks of Novem-

ber.  Following your tours let your 

guests know what she is doing.  She 

will probably be stationed in the garden 

at one of the iron tables. 

 

JI/Docent Spotlight  

Alexis Williamson 

DH:   How did you come 

to be associated with the 

Davenport House? 

Alexis:  I was in Mr. Johnsonõs U.S. 

History class at Savannah Arts and I 

was able to make the cut for the JI 

class. 

DH:   What do you do outside of the 

DH?   

Alexis:  Iõm a piano ma-

jor at Savannah Arts 

Academy.  Iõm a junior 

this year. I practice about 

8 hours a week.  For the 

Winter Piano Recital this 

year, Iõm playing a sonata 

by Florence Price.  She 

was an African American 

composer in the early 20th century and 

was the first African American woman 

to have a symphonic work played by a 

major symphony.  Outside of music, I 

have a weakness for cheesy mystery 

novels.  Right now Iõm reading the 

Alex Cross series by James Patterson. 

DH :  What is your favorite thing 

about the Davenport House?   

Alexis:  One of the things that I enjoy 

the most is getting to see and meet so 

many different types of people. 

DH:  Whatõs the most unusual 

thing that has ever happened to you 

at the DH? 

Alexis:  One of my groups was really 

interested in the ghost cat so I spent a 

lot of the tour talking about it.  When 

we exited the house onto the back 

porch, there was a tabby cat sitting by 

the back gate staring at us.  It was un-

settling for some of them. 

DH:  How long have you been in 

Savannah?   

Alexis:  I was born here.  I live in Sand 

Fly near Isle of Hope. 

DH:  What is your favorite thing to 

do in Savannah? 

Alexis:  I like to visit the little out of 

the way coffee shops.  I also enjoy 

walking up and down Broughton 

Street.  I love the variety of shops 

there. 

DH:  What are your plans for your 

future? 

Alexis:  I plan to attend Duke Univer-

sity in North Carolina.  I want to major 

in Political Science.  Once I complete 

my Bachelorõs degree, Iõd like to get a 

Law degree. 

ñññññññññññ- 

 

A look at the DH Guest Register 

During the month of October 2017, 
the Davenport House Museum saw 
visitors from 40 states and 18  coun-
tries.  Our international visitors hailed 
from Australia, Canada, Denmark, Do-
minican Republic, England, Finland, 
France, Germany, Ireland, Italy, the 
Netherlands, New Zealand, Peru, Rus-
sia, Saudi Arabia, Scotland, Sweden, 
and Vietnam.  Interesting hometown 
names include Galt, CA; Seal Beach, 
CA; Crete, IL; Ottawa, KS; Seekonk, 
MA; Cologne, MN; Little Silver, NH; 
Chittenango, NY; Bexley, OH; Francis, 
OK; Ottsville, PA; Dodgeville, WI.  

How They Heard About Us (in de-
scending order of frequency) 
Internet (GroupOn, Trip Advisor, 
Google, Living Social); Tour Guides 
(Ships of the Sea, Historic Savannah 
Tours, Diamond Tours, Savannah Car-
riage Tours, Andrew Low House); 
Trolley Tours (Old Town Trolley, Old 
Savannah Tours); Brochures; Friends; 
Walk bys; Concierges (Green Palm 
Inn, Hyatt, Westin Hotel, Kehoe 
House); Guide Books (AAA); Visitor 
Center; Relatives; Repeat Visits; Maps; 
Ads; Books. 

What They Had To Say 
"Awesome."  "Excellent!"  "Lynn was a 
very knowledgeable guide."  "Great 
tour guide!"  "The tour was wonderful, 
thank you!"  "Great and informative."  
"Great history."  "Great tour and 
guide."  "Beautiful house!  Thank you."  
"Wonderful; Marty was great!'  
"Beautifully preserved home and great 
tour guide."  "Really cool tour."  
"Fabulous."  "Great tour and engaging 
guide. (Marty)"  "Best tour guide.  Full 
of great historical info."  "Amazing 
place and tour."  "Great details."  
"Solid fun."  "Wonderful.  Really 
learned a lot."  "Wonderful preserva-
tion and insight."  "Wonderful tour and 
gorgeous house."  "Enjoyed it very 
much."  "Very interesting and impres-
sive."  "Beautiful homestead!  Tour 
guide Becca very pleasant & informa-
tive."  "Lovely, interesting home. 
Thank you for preservation."  "Loved 
it."  "Susan is a great tour guide."  
"Becca was an awesome guide."  "Love 
all the info and work that's been done."     

 



Michael Chingõs Anna 

Hunter:  THE  SPIRIT  OF  

SAVANNAH  // Louise  

Stamanõs RESTORING 

LOST TIMES:  SAVANNAHõS 

ANNA  COLQUITT  

HUNTER  

 

At the DHñ Location, Location, Location 

 

The DH was contacted last spring 

about the possibility of using the site 

for an opera about Anna Hunter, one 

of the founders of Historic Savannah 

Foundation.  Staff was wary until they 

attended the Savannah Music Festi-

valõs Arias and Encores perfor-

mance in April featuring potential 

performers in Anna Hunter.  The 

performers were and are rising stars in 

the opera world who have come un-

der the tutelage of Sherill Milnes, bari-

tone superstar who performed at the 

Met over 600 times.  His wife, Maria 

Zouves, who is an accomplished so-

prano in her own right as well as be-

ing the Executive Director of Savanah 

Voice Festival, will perform the lead 

in Anna Hunter.  Maria came up to 

the staff at the Arias performance and 

said she so wanted to perform this 

original opera at the DH.  Having 

been bowled over by the talent of the 

performers, staff shortly thereafter 

met with composer Michael Ching.  

Hearing the performers combined 

with understanding that the story and 

music is all about museum work, be-

ing a docent, preservation work and 

Savannah, the idea of refusing became 

impossible.  In August, a preview per-

formance of this new work was held 

in the DH and it was a great success.  

Now is the public opening.  How ex-

citing to have an opera written about 

what we do!   

ññññññññññ- 

To purchase tickets.  Savannah Voice 

Festival 

www.savannahvoicefestival.org/

festival-events/.  

email info@savannahvoicefestival.org, 

or call 855-766-7372.  

___________________ 

There are shows on: 

Thursday, November 2 at 6:30 p.m. 

in the Kennedy Pharmacy.   

Accessible performance for lim-

ited mobility. 

Friday, November 3 at 6:30 p.m.  in 

and around the DH. SOLD OUT 

Friday, November 3 at 8:30 p.m. in 

and around the DH. SOLD OUT 

Saturday, November 4 at 2 p.m. in 

and around the DH. 

Saturday, November 4 at 5 p.m.  in 

and around the DH. 

Saturday, November 4 at 7 p.m. ð 

Gala Performance.   

____________________ 

As luck would have it, simultaneous 

with the opera premiere, a new biog-

raphy of Anna 

Hunter has 

been published.  

The DH of-

fered an exclu-

sive book sign-

ing in the shop 

on Monday, 

October 30 

from 5 to 7 

p.m. with 

author A. 

Louise Sta-

man and the 

book Re-

storing Lost 

Times:  Sa-

vannahõs Anna Colquitt Hunter.   

Patrons may purchase a copy of the 

book in the shop.  Staman will be 

available after every performance of 

the show to sign a copy of the biog-

raphy upon purchase.   

About Staman and her work:  Re-

storing Lost Times:  Savannahõs 

Anna Colquitt Hunter is Louiseõs 

third biography.   In 2007 she wrote 

Loosening Corset:  The Heroic 

Life of Georgiaõs Feisty Mrs. Fel-

ton, First Woman Senator of the 

United States.  She lives in Savannah 

with her husband of fifty years.  RE-

STORING LOST TIMES: Savan-

nahõs Anna Colquitt Hunter is the 

true story of Anna as she embraced 

the triumphs and tribulations of her 

long life with gusto working and play-

ing hard, feeling deeply and participat-

ing fully.  In a compelling tale of all 

the phases of her life as she became a 

wife, mother, widow and served 

abroad during the Second World War 

before her stunning contributions in 

preserving Savannah's historic homes 

and landmarks, this beautifully illus-

trated book will be treasured by both 

residents and visitors alike.  It was in 

Savannah during the 1950s that Anna 

Hunterõs voice became widely heard.  

Something terrible was happening to 

her beloved Savannah.  Historic 

downtown was largely abandoned and 

sometimes falling down and the devel-

opers were moving in.  Historic struc-

tures often fell to the wrecking ball. 

Anna Colquitt Hunter and her group 

ONE  OF THOSE MAGIC THINGS  THAT  HAPPENS AT THE  DH:  OPERA AND  BIOGRAPHY IN  SYNERGY 


