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pavenporT HolPsSPring is Everything to Savannah and the Davenport House
COMMI TTEE
Mrs. Brooke WiltoG 8 been a |l ong winter even Our
Chair the fantastic Oyster Roast hosted by Mary and Howard MorrisoriSsssss s
Mrs. Katherinelepah@rPlantation. It was a gloriously warm day after several ¢
Mr. Daniel Cargy ting chil/l Natureds beau aro
Mrs. Syl via Colfies of the valley lining the paths, camellias and a few budding §
Mrs. Martie Caglbihview atthe outdoor event. The attendance was gratifying
Mr. Lynn Hadwi go many supporting the DH by visiting Lebanon. It is cheering to
Ms. Kathy Hoi nan old house still holding the attraction for so many.
M Debbi H b . . .
Mrs e TPAT"Y 9f the DH6s h o pd¢hs attectien ofpan his b
rs Di ane Kiuf&%n . . . . ‘
Mrs  Diane ki @ldhouseinthe springtime. Inthe realm of Savannah tourist s
M verything comes down to the spring. Our planning revolves around
s. Sarah Lama X . .
M arch Ap{ll and May in order to capture our share of tourist patronage. And though we have
s. Charlottée ehm’fer . . .
M s Jan vach d_|verS| ied our income st_reams over Fhe past decade to include the_Oyster R_oast, I_:rlends_, and
D Nancy Wh site rentals, admissions income continues to be our largest budget income line. Itis the line
our Museum is most prepared to execute with our accurate period rooms, our welcoming staff
DAVENPORT HoOU Sgnd our trained (and delightful) docents.
ENDOWMENL FUNPAs sSavannahdés tourist options proliferate
Mr. Reed Dul hndttragt yi§itors and to meet their needs once on the property. _ 'I_'o acpomplish this, the D_H
Chair needs to hear from you, our Museum community, about how it is doing, what we are doing
Mr Hol den Haykghtand what could be improved. The Museum depends on you fad icettidifamily-
Ms. Kat hy Hoft neommentary. Along with your contributions, we need your heart and your attention. Hopeful-
Mrs. Jenny Lonky, thatds not asking too much.
Mr. Mills Mopr Hépop& Spring! Looking forward to seeing you in our old house.
Mr Frederic R. ul I e
Mr . Hue Thomgas_ . I 1|1 . .
Mrs Brooke Wi YWhen Greatness Was in Our Midst: Why We Remember Lafayette
Pilot ProgramLafayette Féted April 6 and 13
DAVENPORT HOUS . . . . . .
STAFF: 5n two Sunday afternoons in April, the Museum will revive the excitement surrounding the
Ms. Jami e cCr pdVisitof General Lafayette to Savannah in 1825. Staff and volunteers will utilize the entire site
Director with the Kennedy Pharmacy standing in for the Exchange Longroom where the ball took place
Mr Jeff Freemgm, March 21, 1825 in conjunction with the
Assistant Di ector
‘ ——— characters from the past
Mr Ben Head LA .y
Shop Manager and present, providing
Ms. Dottie K commentary on the oc-
Headd_Docent casion. And, if the
’\CAO or R' I" ato rh y weather is nice, the gar-
Maintonance fre den will hold treats and
activities with a distinc-
tively French flavor. If
The Coilsunnub i , the weather fails us, the
in December R R s SO N shop will sub for a
A detail fSurm etnhdee rDHedfsg€avnwgPlri ng garden.

Lafayette is to the right diotpagimuhichtheuchi n

Davenport House Museum, 324 E. State Street, Savannah, GA 31401
912.236.8097 * 912.233.7938 (fax) * www.davenporthousemuseum.org

Follows us on Twitter and Facebook



Museum will adapt for future presentations. We presented a program
Lafayette several years ago, but felt that audience was not adequately
of why we should honor the General. We hope this program accompl

es

this, 6 says program develope

10 REASONSTO HONOR LAFAYETTE

1.

10.

Teenage role model He began his military career at 19 serving wit
out pay in our War for Independence. He was the youngest gener
on either side.

Youthful courage and zeal attracted the attention of his superior
Lafayette so impressed General George Washington he was mads
-decamp. Lafayette fought with courage, risking his life and being

wounded in action. He became
and served with distinction at Valley Forge.
Greene connectionnUn d e r Gener al Nat hange

he led a reconnaissance mission. He ran into a Hessian force whic
outnumbered his men and drove them reeling from the field in defg
at Gloucester, New Jersey, November 1777.

Used his own money:His generosity to his American troops was
legendary. He spent $200,000 of his own money on much neede(
items such as clothing and weapons, at a time when the Americar
economy was on the verge of collapse.

Military ingenuity : Lafayette was chosen by Washington in 1781 t
command American troops for the purpose of preventing Cornwall
from ravaging Virginia. An outhumbered Lafayette, with the aid of
Generals Anthony Wayne and John Peter Muhlenberg, cleverly ug
guerrilla tactics to harass and corner the British commander and p|
him down at Yorktown until he was defeated on October 19, 1781
French and American armies under the command of General Was
ington.

Friend in Paris After the American war, Lafayette became Ameri-
cads greatest foreign politic
Independence as a model for political reform in France. He helpe
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Saturdays in April 2014

PROGRAM DATES: April 5, 12, 19, 26

TIME: 8 a.m.

LENGTH OF PROGRAM: 100 min.
ADMISSION: $21

2 2l STANCE OF WALK: 2.5 miles

Take an early morning walk through one of
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Jefferson in commercial ventures such as French importation of farm

products from American farmers, including corn, flour and tobacca.

Nat i on & $resdlent Monroe invited him to America as the
nationds guest from August 18
all twentyfour states of the union, setting off a patriotic fervor un-
matched in American history. He was the last living general of the
Revolution and a friend of Washington. This ushered in the time @
Jubile& the 5@ anniversary of American Independence.

His life and work inspired international relations The American
flag has flown at his gravesite since World War I, when General P
shing visited the tomb. American pilots who fought with French ag

during World War | named their squadron The Lafayette Escadrillg.

Hi s n a me Nosother forkign dignitary has ever had so many
places named in their honor. (Lafayette, Fayette, LaGrange, etc.)

Equaltyofman:Laf ayetteds firm commi
challenged the institution of slavery in America and was a subject
contention amongst his pedthe American Founding Fathers.

Adapted from http://www.friendsoflafayette.org/Zasons.htmi

See details about thafayette Fétan the list of upcoming programs on
the DH website. www.davenporthousemuseum.org
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learn how historic preservation has revital-
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New! - LAFAYETTE FETE: FAM ILY
FUN WITH A FRENCH FL AIR (pilot)
PROGRAM DATES: Sunday, April 6 and
Sunday, April 13, 2014

TIME: 4:30 p.m.Reservations encour-
ages Admission limited.

ADMISSION: $10 per adult, $5 per child
under 17

LENGTH OF PROGRAM : 75 min.
Experience the frivolity in anticipation of
Gener al Lafayetteos
spring 1825. Light refreshments a la fran-
caise.

TEA IN THE GARDEN AT THE
DAVENPORT HOUSE

Thursdays and Fridays in May 2014
PROGRAN ATHES AND TIaMESONIRY | n g
1,2,8,9, 15and 16 at 4:30 p.m. and 22, 23,
29 and 30 at 5:00 p.m.

LENGTH OF PROGRAM : 60 to 75 min.
ADMISSION: $18

Reservations recommended. Limited
1825,
Learn about tea traditions and experience an
earfly19century tea in Da
beautiful courtyard garden.

DISCOVERING 1820S SHANNAH:
EARLY Bl RD6S WALKI NG
THE CITY ISAIAH KNEW

Saturdays in May 2014

PROGRAM DATES: May 4, May 11, May
18, May 25 TIME: 8 a.m.

LENGTH OF PROGRAM : 120 min.
DISTANCE OF WALK: 2.5 miles.

ity of
See what survives of the 1820s Savannah that
master builder Isaiah Davenport knew.
Coffee and treats in the Davenport House
garden will follow.

For details: 912/238097
info@davenporthousemuseum.org
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People look at you funny when 2.

you tell them you are excited that
archaeologists found the Daven-
portsodé privy.
know that people in the past
used their privies for more than
the obvious. Privies were the

garbage dumps of old and often 3.

reveal a wealth of knowledge
about the history of a location.
After committing to do an ar-
chaeological survey of the DH
property in January, we got
scared that the property has been
so disturbed that there was noth-
ing there to find. That would
have been fine from the public
programming aspect since at
least 100 people came to the site
either through the workshop or
for the eight day excavation and
learned about the value of ar-
chaeology. By day six of the
excavation we were beginning to
feel we had don
gencedé and coul

Then they found a privy on the 5.

lot line between Lots 13 and 14.
Our archaeologists were so excit-
ed about the find that they
worked two extra days in the
winter chill to thoroughly go
over the test pit.

What follows are progress notes
from project manager Rita Elliot
of LAMAR Institute.

JC

IMMEDIATE FINDINGS OF

JANUARY 2014
ARCHAEOLOGY AT THE
DAVENPORT HOUSE

(More to come as LAMAR Institute

analyzes the field data!)

1. Archaeology located and
adocunented @ t®entory vi s

U vy dthie1tdihé Between
Lots 13 and 14.

We determined that the privy /-
that straddles the lot line was
used as an ohibuse (toilet)

T R ¢s aflace fo thipy tyash,
such as broken dishes, bro-
ken bottles, and smelly ani-
mal bones.

We documented numerous,
complicated lenses of privy
use, indicating likely cleaning,
reuse, and final fillingY S-
TERY - Did the Davenport
household use this privy and
which lot(s) did it serve?

4. Archaeology discovered an
unexpected sealed deposit s

of colonial artifacts from
the 17304.770s. (Columbia s
Ward did not exist during #
the colonial period; there-
fore, no one should be us-
ing this areaNIYSTERY-
Why are these colonial de
e pf dighagub ttles, i
d
Scientific excavation re-
vealed that the privy cuts
through these earlier colon
al deposits.

. Wor ki ng
6. Careful excavation also re-

vealed that the privy was

A s e 2 oY

itself
cut by
a row
of
wood-
en
posts
along
the lot
line.
MYS-
TERY-
What is the title history of
Lots 13 and 14 and how
were they divided, combined,
or subdivided over time?

Archaeology determined the
depth of various layers of
soil over time. Intact layers
of soils and artifacts from
the 19 century begin 15
inches below the ground sur-
face. Colonial period layers
begin at 27 inches below the
ground surface. Some fea-
tures, such as the privy, ex-
tend to approximately 6 feet
below the ground surface.
MYSTERY Which if any of
the buried layers were origi-
nal ground surfaces?

test at

January

pit
excavatio



SGHTS FROM THE DH IN THE

8. The ground per' & ~: ,‘:»; . vk
> WINTER AND EARLY SPRING

etrating radar
survey and exci
vation of radar
targets located
both modern
and historical
features in the
yard.

9. The discoveries
arejust beginni

work willexam-R. El |l iott inside the privy excavation pit

ine not only the pointing out the | r of colonial

artifacts exca- archaeological 5ugge Fiarris Cewis performed seven weddings on

vated from the Val entineds Day 2014.
site (ceramics, bottles, nails, buttons, animal bgne,

etc.), but will study the scaled maps, detailed nptes,

and photographs made during the dig to understand

the complicated soil zones and what they can reveal

about the people using the privy and landscape.

S -

Lab work will include the analyses of soils from theg site
to identify poll edcertaiphytol i ths (O0Fi toe | ithso
plant remains), and seeds to learn about the envirgn-
ment on the lot, as well as the diet of those living an the
lot. Lab work will include the detailed study of the ani-
mal bones recovered (pig, cow, chicken, turtle, fish
scales, egg shells) to analyze not only the diet of those

using the lot, but also to study economic status angl eth-Winter 2014 DH Docent Training Class
nicity. When analyses and additional research are [com-

plete, many of the
mysteries above,
along with some old
ones from our re-
search questions and
some new ones, wil|
be solved. This, alopg
with other infor-
mation, will be in-
cluded in the report
and made available|to
the public.

Aot I Newest DH Tea program performers:
Stay tuned! Sage Hooten as Martha Louisiana Johnson
and Ariannah Kubli as Mary Smith, grand-

daughter of Margaret Bayard Smith

DH Project Archaeologists
P. T. Ashlock, Rita Elliott,
Daphne Owens and Joel Jones.




