From HSF’s Chairman of the Board of Trustees and the President & CEO:

If you are a member of HSF, you will soon be receiving our 2010 annual report.  If not, here is a glimpse of what we did this past year.  

In many ways—big and small—HSF helps shape our environment.  Whether it is through our direct intervention via the purchase and stabilization of endangered historic properties (e.g., 205 W. 41st Street) or our monthly presence and commentary at Historic District Board of Review meetings, we represent you and your interests in working to ensure that Savannah is a place that retains its character.  As well, we place a premium on educating the public and our youth about the importance of historic preservation as good policy for guiding the growth of this city…and that is evident in our Preservation Lecture Series and the programs we bring to schools (Box City and Hands-on-History Camp).  We do these things in furtherance of our mission to preserve and protect Savannah’s heritage through advocacy, education and community involvement.  

I hope you agree that 2010 was a good year for HSF.  We rebranded ourselves and freshened our logo; upgraded our website (www.myHSF.org); added new staff (Ms. Danielle Meunier,  Preservation Assistant); established a $200k line of credit for our Revolving Fund; initiated a new neighborhood outreach program (Focus: Cuyler-Brownville); began programming the Kennedy Pharmacy for more use; and solidified an excellent working relationship with our flagship property, the Isaiah Davenport House.  

You can read more about each of these things in the 2010 annual report.  As you do, try to imagine a Savannah without HSF.  Would this city look the way it does?  Would it be as livable as it is?  Would Savannah be the city that so many want to visit, live in and emulate?  Maybe not.  

Fortunately, that’s not a concern.  Because HSF is here and we’re here to stay.  As our city evolves, so does our work.  We’re still the advocate for the Landmark District, but our voice must be heard in surrounding neighborhoods as well.  The real estate doldrums have dampened our Revolving Fund, but we’re leveraging all we can to save as much as we can.  We’re working with elected officials to make sure preservation is not something to be addressed only when convenient or popular.  Preservation is the backbone of Savannah and its economy.  Our unique and fragile identity is wrapped up in decades of preservation work.  

So, when we ask that you reflect on the value of HSF to Savannah…we do so with a subtle implication that HSF is, in fact, very valuable to Savannah.  If you stop and think about how HSF shapes our environment, then we’re confident you’ll continue to support us.  

Sincerely,

J.T. Turner						Daniel G. Carey
Chairman, Board of Trustees				President & CEO

