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We beg leave to call attention of our 
readers, to the notice of his honor the 

Mayor, published below, and urge the 
adoption of the prudent measure 
recommended with all the influence we 
possess.  For it has become apparent, that 

a mortality prevails in our ill-fated city, 
which spares neither age nor sex – 
neither native nor stranger, but with one 
wide, dreadful and sudden sweep, 
consigns to the solitary tomb, the staid 

and temperate, the sober and careful, as 
well as the free liver and the dissipated.  

Neither is the disease confined to any 
particular portion of the city.  Though 
some wards or sections may have been 

sooner or more severely visited than 
others, yet we know of not even a square 
which has been entirely exempt.  We 
can call it nothing but a pestilence, 

which mocks at all the wisdom of the 
healing art, and still prevails, and 
increases, in proportion to the desolation 
it spreads.  Scarcely an instance is 
known where the patient has survived 

the first attack; and the general term of 
the disease is three, four, and sometimes 

five days.  The voice of mourning and 
lamentation is heard in almost every 
house, and anxious and gloomy 

forebodings darken the countenances of 
the survivors.  When and how will this 
awful visitation end!  The medical 
faculty are entirely at a loss.  The vials of 

wrath seem to be emptying themselves 
upon our devoted city—and may God 
have mercy upon the creatures he has 

made! 

CITY OF SAVANNAH 
Police Office, Sept. 14, 1820 

I feel it my duty to announce 

to my fellow citizens, and to all 
whom it may concern, that a 
mortality prevails in this city, 
never before experienced; and 

that the character and type of 
malignancy, which renders it prudent 
for all persons, who can make it 
convenient, to remove beyond the limits 
of the city’s atmosphere. 

I feel myself also authorized to say, that 
the fever which is carrying off our 
people, is not contagious, and that no 

apprehension ought to be entertained of 
its being communicated by persons 

leaving the city. 
 T.U.P. CHARLTON, Mayor 
September 16, 1820.  Savannah Republican. 

 

DAVENPORT HOUSE CALENDAR: 

Friday, September 3 – garden 

rental 

Saturday, September 4 – garden 

rental 

Friday, September 10  from 6 to 

7:30 p.m. – Madeira tour 

Tuesday, September 14 at noon – 

Davenport House Committee 

Thursday, September 16 – Yellow 

Fever! rehearsal for JIs 

Friday, September 17 from 6 to 

7:30 p.m. – Madeira tour 

Friday, September 24 from 6 to 

7:30 p.m. – Madeira tour 

Monday, September 27 at 5:30 

p.m. – All Staff Yellow Fever! 

rehearsal 

Tuesday, September 28 at 10 a.m. 
– Docent Meeting with Yellow 

Fever! preview 

Thursday, September 30 at 9 a.m.  
-  DH Shop inventory 

 - 6 p.m. reception, 6:45 p.m. annual 

meeting, 7:30 p.m. speech by 

Dana Beach of the South 

Carolina Coastal Conservation 

League --  Historic Savannah 

Foundation Annual Meeting 

- 7:45 p.m. -  Yellow Fever! dress 

rehearsal 

 

SHOP NEWS:   

- Savannah Scarf:   Working in 

consultation with HSF, the Telfair, 

Mercer Williams House and 

patronized by Richard Kessler, 

Victorian Wood Collection has 

created “The Savannah Scarf” 

featuring a number of the port city’s 

architectural motifs (including the 

DH façade medallion 

in the very center).  

The rust, salmon and 

teal colored scarf is 

made in Italy and is 

100% hand-rolled 

silk.  It retails for $125 and is 

available in the DH shop.   

- Inventory:  Shop inventory will be 

taken on Thursday, September 30.  

Ben welcomes volunteers who are 

willing to count.  Please see the sign 

up on the kitchen door.  Workers 

will begin at 9 a.m. and will be done 

by noon.   

 

DOCENTS:  

- Docent training:  Docent training 

will be offered in October.  Please 

let Jamie or Dottie know if you have 

a prospect. 

- It’s about the house:  We recently 

visited a house and one of our 

companions noted that she ―learned 

more about the tour guide, her 

husband and her trials and 

tribulations, than she did about the 

house.‖  Certainly this does not 

happen at the DH where personal 

concerns – illnesses, likes and 

dislikes, etc. – take the place of 

museum interpretation.   

- What a bird heard: ―The family 

never went below the parlor level.‖   

This is certainly incorrect.  Mrs. D. 

would have spent time supervising 

the work below stairs.  One scholar 

noted that the basement level may 

have provided a summer dining 

room.   However, this comment 

makes one wonder from what door  

the family entered.   Many of us 

enter our homes through a back door 

(or through the carport) instead of 

through the formal front door.  Do 

you think Mrs. D. and her family 

would have done this?? 

- ―The family was not affluent.‖   

We do not call Mr. Davenport a rich 

fellow but he was successful as is 

indicated by the fine home he lived 

in and the inventory of possessions 

taken at his death.  To use the term 

―middle class‖ would be incorrect.  

This is a 20th century term that does 

not have a relationship to pre-

industrial revolution 19th century 

life.  Davenport was a hardworking 

builder and on occasion financially 



successful.  Just the same as 

today, the building field has its 

ups and its downs as the general 

economic environment dictates.  

This discussion could be of 

interest to your visitors.     

- Docent ready:  Our first 

summer time docent to complete 

training by executing an 

evaluation tour was John Miller 

on August 14th and the next day 

he gave tours to the public.  He 

provided an interesting rule of 

thumb in putting his tour together.  

In each and every room you can 

talk about three things— the 

family, the architecture and the 

stuff (or whatever you choose to 

call it – decorative arts, material 

culture, their belongings, etc.) 

 

JUNIOR INTERPRETERS: 

-  September meeting:  There 

will be a preview of the Yellow 

Fever! program for Junior 

Interpreters on Thursday, 

September 16.  JIs will meet the 

cast and experience the program.  

There will be 

discussion 

about the 

events of 

September and 

October 1820 

prior to the 

performance. 

-  New JIs:  

This year’s JI 

Day was exceptionally terrific.  

Our seven newly training JIs 

proved to be competent and put 

the DH in a joyful light.  We hope 

these young people will continue 

their association with the museum 

throughout the year.   

- YouTube:  Raleigh Marcell put 

together a video which is now 

posted on YouTube about Junior 

Interpreter Day.  Check out the 

link http://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=FsgLgt4xlJs 

 

MADEIRA TOURS-FALL SERIES: 

 

Madeira Wines. 
The undersigned has just received, 
direct from the Island, an assorted, 

and considered quantity of as good 
Wines as ever imported into this 

state, such as dry OLD LONDON 
PARTICULAR, SERCIAL, and RED 

BURGANY MADEIRA, in pipes, 
half pipes, quarter casks, and eighth; 

which he will sell at moderate prices 
for cash or approved acceptances, 
payable in this city.  
            PETIT DE VILLERS 
Jan. 16  2m 41    Factor, Mongin’s wharf 

 

- Tours:  It’s time to rev up our 

hospitality and knowledge of the 

fortified and blended wine, 

Madeira, as we make ready for 

the fall series of Madeira tours 

which will take place on Fridays 

(as well as some Thursdays) from 

6 to 7:30 p.m.  from September 10 

through October 22.  We need 

docents to lead our fine and 

exclusive tourists through the 

museum on tours of 30 minutes in 

length and then visit with them in 

the garden sipping wine.  This is a 

primo volunteer job!  There will 

be a training session for the 

Madeira tour program on 

Monday, September 6 at 4:30 

p.m. (for those who did not take 

training earlier this summer or last 

spring).   

On each date a bus of up to 40 

passengers will arrive at 6:30 

p.m., when the group of travelers 

will be divided into smaller 

groups of 10 or less to experience 

the museum and learn about early 

19th century hospitality.  The 

serving of Madeira is linked with 

Savannah historically and has 

been noted as a representation of 

―cultural capital‖ by coastal 

―gentry.‖ 

The dates for Madeira 

evening tours in September are 

Friday, September 10, Friday, 

September 17, Friday, September 

24, Thursday, September 30. 

 

TRIP TO OSSABAW ISLAND:  

SIGN UP AND JOIN IN 

On November 11, a 

crew from the DH will 

travel to the pristine 

Ossabaw Island for an adventure 

on the rare undeveloped coastal 

property.  The cost is $100 per 

person to cover transportation to 

the island from Bull River 

Cruises’ dock on Wilmington 

Island and back as well as the fees 

for the cultural and environmental 

tour of the island.  The group will 

receive a general overview of the 

natural and cultural history of the 

island followed by a interpretive 

walking tour of the North End 

Plantation site.  A portion of the 

tour will involve riding on a 

buckboard along rough dirt roads.   

There is a possibility that we will  

visit the interior of the Torrey-

West home if the owner, Mrs. 

West, is up to having visitors.   

The deadline to have money in to 

Jeff is October 7.  If we do not 

have between 20 and 30 travelers 

we will need to cancel the trip.  

Participants will need to bring 

their sack lunch.  The DH will 

provide drinks in a cooler and a 

cooler to store lunches.  Sign up 

on the roster on the kitchen door. 

 

LANDSCAPE: 

DH staff are working with AASU 

grad student Jessica Mathis to 

create a garden tour/visitor 

engagement experience.    If you 

work on Friday afternoons you 

will see Jessica.  She will meet 

visitors in the garden to discuss its 

history and plantings.  She will 

also engage visitors on the tour 

experience.  Make her feel 

welcome.  

 

GARDEN RENTALS:  
-   The museum has a couple of 

weddings during the Labor Day 

weekend.   

-  It has three weddings scheduled 

for October.  These are all 

ceremonies which are to be 

completed by 7 p.m. when we 

prep for the Yellow Fever! 

 

AASLH:   

Jamie Credle will be a panelist at 

the roundtable discussion 

―Challenges and Change:  

Historic House Museums 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.logosoftwear.com/cgi-images/WH0184.JPG&imgrefurl=http://www.logosoftwear.com/onlineembroiderydesigner.php%3Fident%3DWH0184&usg=__LSvqnw9Zjj96TDdSu6PNrjqC0Ko=&h=195&w=350&sz=13&hl=en&start=2&sig2=iZyaC3GqHVju


Reevaluate‖  at the American 

Association for State and Local 

History’s annual meeting in 

Oklahoma City held September 

22 through 25.  The other panelist 

is Lynda Waggoner, director, 

Fallingwater in Mill Run, 

Pennsylvania.  Kendra Dillard, 

senior curator, California State 

Parks, is the panel’s moderator.  

The Coastal Museums 

Association through its Kiah 

Fund for professional 

development is providing funds 

to partially support  travel and 

lodging. 

YELLOW FEVER!  SAVANNAH’S 

EPIDEMIC OF 1820: 

-  Please help us spread the word 

about October’s Yellow Fever! 

Savannah’s Epidemic of 1820 
program.  Please let your tour 

patrons know about the program 

and how they can purchase tickets 

(at the admission desk).   If you 

would like to help the museum by 

distributing posters or post cards 

in establishments you frequent, 

we would GREATLY appreciate 

it!  See Jamie for posters and post 

cards. 

- Preview for DH Volunteers:  

At the September 28 docent 

meeting cast members will 

preview portions of the program 

to entice visitation!  Please plan 

to attend 

-  2010 additions: Along with 

portraying the narrator, Raleigh 

Marcell will perform as William 

Cassius Clark, an actor stranded 

in Savannah during the fever with 

his daughter Ophelia, who will be 

performed by Lauren Purcell. 

There is a new adult woman 

character - Mrs. Jane Palmer - 

played by Anne Hagan.  New 

interplay will be portrayed by a 

young doctor, Iain Woodside, 

and an experienced doctor, Jeff 

Freeman.  For 2010 there will be 

an orphan girl played by Cassidy 

Hatcher and Tiffany Miller.  

Also new this year is a suitable 

ending to the show.  Besides 

those mentioned above, 

performing for the first time is 

Jan Vach.   

-The star of our October 

programs, Jamal Touré, will 

return as Mingo, a free-man-of-

color living in Yamacraw. 

 

HSF:  ANNUAL MEETING: 

Historic Savannah Foundation’s 

annual meeting will be held on 

Thursday, September 30.  The 

membership is invited to attend a 

reception to be held at 6 p.m., the 

annual meeting will be at 6:45 

followed by the program 

delivered by Dana Beach of the 

South Carolina Coastal 

Conservation League.  The 

meeting will be held at the 

Georgia Power Building, 600 

East Bay Street.  For information 

see myhsf.org. 

 

WORTH MENTIONING: 

-  Historic houses in other 

places:  A good friend of ours 

recently returned from a survey of 

New England historic sites and 

one of the managers impressed 

him.  This manager said, 

everyone on staff (including 

volunteer staff):  1.  Should be 

sensitive to the site (example: If 

they see a piece of paper on the 

ground they pick it up even if it is 

not in their job description, etc.), 

2. Should understand the site— 

why it is (interpretation/history, 

etc.), 3. Should illuminate the site 

(be able to share and be proud of 

it).    After seeing so many sites, 

he noted how important it is to 

put aside funds for maintenance 

and preservation [which the DH 

does].   Without funds set aside in  

hard economic times, sites are 

often unable to keep up their 

buildings and they do what is 

called – deferred maintenance 

(meaning they put it off – which 

can be a very bad thing). 

-  Governor’s School attendee:  

JI and staff docent Raven Bryant 

attended the Governor’s Honors 

Program (also called the 

Governor’s School) in 

history.  The program 

took place over six 

weeks at Valdosta State 

University.  She said 

participating expanded 

her world, the emphasis 

was on mid-20th century 

history and the life there 

was a lot like being in 

college.  We are very 

proud of Raven! 

- Leadership change:  Ann 

Koontz has done a phenomenal 

job as Davenport House 

Committee Chairman over the 

past two years.  Following the 

September 14 DHC meeting, she 

will turn over the gavel.  Her 

tenure has seen the completion of 

the pharmacy rehab and the lower 

level renovations of the museum.  

Everyone involved with the DH 

should be grateful for Ann’s 

commitment and passion to what 

Yellow Fever!  
 Savannah’s Epidemic  of 1820 

Friday and Saturday nights in October 

2010 (October 1, 2, 8, 9, 15, 16, 22, 23, 

29, 30) 

7:30, 8, 8:30 and 9 p.m.   

$15 in advance for adults, $10 in advance 

children (ages 8-17) and $17 for 

adults and $15 for children at the 

time of the performance 

Reservations recommended.  Limited 

attendance. 

50 minutes 

Living history interpreters lead par-

ticipants on a 50-minute experience 

through the historic site as voyeurs 

facing the frightful time of pestilence 

when the city was stricken by an epi-

demic of unknown cause but what we 

now know as mosquito-borne yellow 

fever.  Performers will convey the fear, 

apprehension and anguish that charac-

terized those who witnessed the deadly 

disease. 

Raven Bryant 



we do.  One of her important roles 

has been to represents the DH at 

HSF board meetings.  As a 

spokesman for the historic site  to 

our governance entity, she did her 

job with professionalism.  She will 

continue as a DH Committee 

member for one more year.  Huzzah 

to Ann!! 

-  What Tiffany has done: Our 

summer intern has gone the gamut!  

This summer Tiffany Miller has 

worked in the gift shop, taken 

docent training, coordinated and 

documented maintenance 

inspection, assisted with collections 

inventory, assisted with cleaning of 

collections storage, agreed to play a 

part in the Yellow Fever! program 

(she is Cassandra Strong, an 

orphan), she is adapting cotton 

sheets (with dowel rods) to be used 

as curtains/protection in collections 

area.  Huzzah!  She has also signed 

up to help Raleigh wax floors and 

has asked Jeff to teach her our 

collections management program 

(PastPerfect).  She will help us 

through the fall and we think she is 

the best! 

-  Sword in our possession:  Jeff 

Freeman traveled to 

Athens, GA to pick up 

from a donor at the 

University of Georgia the 

sword that once belonged 

to Archibald Davenport of 

the Savannah Volunteer 

Guard.  Jeff needed a 

security guard to escort 

him while he was on 

campus as the sword is a 

weapon!  He is currently 

determining the best (if 

there is a best) way to 

clean and house the sword.  There is 

evidence of Basso or Autosol in the 

crevices of the decorative elements 

from someone attempting to polish 

the silver.  Getting this caked on 

composition off is the bane of many 

a curator.  The museum ethic today 

is not to polish silver or brass or at 

least do it very sparingly as it takes 

off  a layer of the precious element 

every time it is polished.  Fine Arts 

conservators often use solutions 

which are gentle and which can be 

uses sparingly.  Jeff will 

investigate! 

 

DH SPOTLIGHT 

EMILY FELDSTEIN 

Emily is one of our 

newest tour guides but 

she comes to us with 

considerable experience.  

DH:  How did you come to be 

associated with the Davenport 

House? 

Emily:  Marty Barnes referred me 

to you.  I docent at the Owens-

Thomas House which is where I 

met her and when I mentioned I was 

looking for additional work, she 

suggested that I try here. 

DH:  How long have you been at 

the Owens-Thomas House? 

Emily:  Since May of 2009. 

DH:  What did you do before that? 

Emily:  I spent a year of graduate 

study at the University of South 

Carolina.  It was a history program 

that led to a Ph. D.  I started 

thinking, though, that I was not 

really interested in a career teaching 

history in an academic environment, 

so I took a break to think about 

what I want to do.   

DH:  What brought you to 

Savannah? 

Emily:  My parents live here now.  

They visited Savannah some years 

ago and fell in love with it.  They 

decided to move here so they 

bought one of the properties being 

held by HSF and spent several years 

restoring it.  They finally moved in 

in August of last year. 

DH:  What do your parents do? 

Emily:  My Dad is a doctor and 

works at the Union Mission on 

Fahm Street.  My Mom is a 

registered nurse though right now 

she’s working at the Owens-

Thomas House too. 

DH:  Where were you born? 

Emily:  I’m originally from 

Michigan.  I grew up in a town 

called West Bloomfield which is 

about an hour north of Detroit. 

DH:  Where did you go after that? 

Emily:  I attended college at 

American University in 

Washington, D.C. 

DH:  What did you major in? 

Emily:  Well, I started out in 

Political Science but I was 

disillusioned by the political 

partisanship even in the classroom.  

People were so entrenched in their 

viewpoints that it was hard to look 

at an issue in an objective way.  My 

history class was much more 

relaxed and impartial and since I 

had always like history, I switched 

to that.  Actually, my program 

focused on the early republic years 

of American history. 

DH:  Did  you like D.C.? 

Emily:  I did.  While I was there, I 

worked as a docent at Arlington 

House which is Robert E. Lee’s 

antebellum home.  Since it is run by 

the Park Service, I wore a Park 

Ranger uniform when I was at 

work.  I did that for a couple of 

years. 

DH:  Are you looking to continue 

your graduate work at some point? 

Emily:  Oh yes.  I’m thinking about 

pursuing a masters degree in public 

history. 

DH:  Any place in particular? 

Emily:  I’m looking into the 

program at George Washing 

University. 

DH:  What do you like about the 

Davenport House? 

Emily:  I like the emphasis that is 

placed on every day life and also 

that Isaiah was not one of the super 

rich.  He was a representative of the 

more typical artisan/craftsman.  You 

really get a feel for what life in 

those times was like. 

DH:  What do like to do here in 

Savannah when you’re not 

working? 

Emily:  I love going to the Lucas 

Theater and the Trustees Theater 

when SCAD is showing the classic 

films.  I saw ―My Fair Lady‖ there a 

few weeks ago.  It was great. 



Starting the tour of the Isaiah 
Davenport House means docents 
rallying their wide-eyed guests in 
preparation of seeing the superb 
19th ÃÅÎÔÕÒÙ ÍÁÓÔÅÒ ÂÕÉÌÄÅÒȭÓ 
work preserved in the historic 
building.  Leading them up 
through the stairs, looks of won-
der are present as guests are 
greeted with elegant moldings, 
accurate wallpaper and original 
construction embodied in the 
Federal style home.  Going fur-
ther, the guests encounter the 
(ÁÌÌȭÓ ÅÎÔÒÁÎÃÉÎÇ ÂÌÁÃË ÁÎÄ ×ÈÉÔÅ 
painted floor cloth, the archway, 
and ashlar wallpaper which all 
contribute to the historic treas-
ure.  The group continues to the 
elegant Drawing Room, the un-
derstated Morning Room and 
through the Dining Room, making 
their way to the  bedroom level as 
all the while their eyes scan in 
wonder.  In the Master Bedroom, 
they view the soft drapes and 
mosquito netting, the goose-
necked crib.  Out of nowhere a 
horrific screech!  Could it be a 
cockroach?  No.  A ghost sighting?  
)ÔȭÓ Á ÐÏÓÓÉÂÉÌÉÔÙȟ ÂÕÔ ÎÏȢ  ! ÔÏÕÒÉÓÔ 
points out the bubbling and peel-
ing of the blue Toile de la 
Fontaine wallpaper. 
 
The wallpapers seen on the walls 
today replicate 19th century pat-
terns of blocked wallpaper.  When 
interior finishes expert Frank 
Welsh analyzed the walls of the 
Davenport House in 1999, he 
found many of the rooms had 
wallpaper as the first applied 
layer of decoration to the walls.  
This corroborates the idea of the 
large investment Isaiah made in 
his house as a showcase of works.  
)Î ÒÅÃÒÅÁÔÉÎÇ Á ÖÉÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ )ÓÁÉÁÈȭÓ 
interiors, the DH Restoration 
Committee utilized Adelphi Pa-
per Hangings , Inc. which is com-

mitted to researching patterns of 
block wallpaper of this time and 
using traditional methods in rec-
reating them.  4ÈÅ %ÎÔÒÁÎÃÅ (ÁÌÌȭÓ 
ashlar wallpaper mimics the brick 
ÏÆ )ÓÁÉÁÈȭÓ ÈÏÕÓÅ ×ÈÉÃÈ ×ÁÓ 
rather uncommon in the Savan-
nah area, as most people lived in 
homes of  clapboard or weather-
board.  Finding a sample of ashlar 
wallpaper in the Berrien House , 
located on the Northwest corner 
of Broughton Street and Haber-
sham Street, the choosing of the 
grey ashlar has pulled the outside 
indoors for this dramatic impact 
for guests in the Entrance Hall 
and up the stairs.  The French 
drapery wallpaper in the Drawing 
and Morning Room is specifically 
made to formalize areas like 
these.   
  
Probably the most astonishing of 
wallpapers is the Toile de la 
Fontaine, printed circa 1815 in 
Paris but based on a ca. 1780 con-
tinental engraving.  The pastoral 
figure pattern is reminiscent of 
the wallpaper found in Henry 
#ÕÎÎÉÎÇÈÁÍȭÓ 1810 house lo-
cated in Greene Square and prov-
ÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÔÔÅÒÎȭÓ ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÉÌÉÔÙ ÉÎ 
Savannah during this time. 
  
Since their installation in 2002, 
the stunning wallpapers have 
contributed to the interpretation 
ÏÆ )ÓÁÉÁÈ $ÁÖÅÎÐÏÒÔȭÓ ÈÏÕÓÅȢ  Of 
course the sight of the peeling, 
cracking, puckering, bubbling 
mess raised concerns!  Renowned 
wallpaper hanger Jim Yates, who 
installed the wallpaper gladly re-
turned in 2003 and 2007 to repair 
the trouble.  However, these prob-
lems kept occurring.  Why, oh 
why!?  There are several theo-
ries.  The tourist theory is ghosts 
haunting the Davenport House do 
not agree with the wallpaper se-

lection (a 
joke!  We 
ÄÏÎȭÔ 
want to 
hear this 
on trolley 
tours).  A 
more con-
clusive theory is the deficiency of  
preparation prior to hanging the 
wallpaper, leaving a weak layer 
and causing tension especially 
with temperatures and airflow 
heavily affecting the wallpaper 
adhering to the wall. 
 

Concerns reoccurred shortly after 

Yates’ second return visit when in 

2008 the same ―dis-adherence‖ is-

sues began to pop up - literally.  

Knowing that many guests (as well 

as volunteers) are aesthetically chal-

lenged by the DH’s scholarly cor-

rect patterns, particularly the En-

trance Hall paper, having the added 

issue of them springing up, pucker-

ing and splitting apart, made it all 

one big problem.  Just a reminder: 

the wallpaper choices were origi-

nally intended to give the house 

credibility – as an authentic recrea-

tion of an historic interior.  What’s 

to do??!!  Get Jim Yates back down 

(he lives in Tennessee) to fix it – 

even though the problem now 

seemed to be ours instead of his.  If 

the walls were not treated using the 

preparation notes and there was a 

bad paint layer, the problem would 

now be continual!  Upon consulting 

Yates, he agreed to fix the problem 

once the museum acquired the 

quantity of wallpaper necessary to 

redo the hall.  The cost would be 

substantial and something the Dav-

enport House Committee would not 

agree to unless further examinations 

and investigations were made.  With 

the help of Dirk Hardison, who is 

always agreeable to a challenge - 

particularly when it relates to our 

fine historic structure -and Daniel 

/ÕÒ 7ÁÌÌÐÁÐÅÒȭÓ %ØÃÅÌÌÅÎÔ !ÄÖÅÎÔÕÒÅ  
by Tiffany Miller 

Alan Coopersmith  

repairing attic level  

wallpaper 



Carey, 

who has 

contacts 

throughout 

the preser-

vation field 

and par-

ticularly in 

Charleston, Dirk pro- vided the 

sounding board for the issues and 

Daniel provided the list of names of 

those who could help find a solu-

tion  . . . and hopefully a little bit 

closer to home. 

 

Behold!  Alan Coopersmith who 

specializes in custom paint and wall 

covering was willing to help the 

Davenport House.  Alan’s talent has 

been praised in numerous magazines 

and in 2004 Historic Charleston 

Foundation awarded him the Samuel 

Galliard Stoney Conservation Crafts-

manship Award.  Following a mildly 

panicked telephone call, he noted 

that he does work in Beaufort and 

would be happy to investigate our 

wallpaper issues. He visited the site 

twice before providing a diagnosis.  

His communication skills, knowl-

edge of his trade and willingness to 

take his time in figuring it all out 

was a godsend to the wallpaper neo-

phytes at the DH.   Sure enough, his 

conclusion was based on the combi-

nation of the weak primer layer and 

the humidity.  During the restoration 

in the 1960s, a layer of latex paint 

was applied over the layers of oil.  

When the wallpaper was hung, the 

oil-based primer adhered to the wall-

paper but not the wall, creating a 

weak layer.  And added to the paint 

layer and humidity issues was a final 

culprit, our state-of-the-art HVAC 

system blows air directly on the ar-

eas where the most problems were 

found.    He suggests diverters for 

the AC vents to minimize the airflow 

directing down at the wallpaper and 

keeping the door open from the Mas-

ter Bedroom to the Hall for better air 

circulation.  Before, the differences 

in temperature on both sides of the 

walls were warm and cool, causing 

the liner to crack. 

 

Repairing the wall requires the use 

of sponge and water, razors, a bond-

ing paste like Vinyl on Vinyl (VOV) 

applied with a brush, plastic smooth-

ies and rollers.  When approaching 

the wallpaper, Alan, and his son and 

partner Jesse, tap to feel where the 

wallpaper is loose or tight.  He 

makes incisions to relieve the paper, 

careful to not cut the plaster wall.  

The paper and wall are then sponged 

with water followed by the bonding 

agent applied to the paper.  The pa-

per is then smoothed back to the wall 

and patted dry. Alan continually 

went back to his repairs to check 

how the paper was drying and bond-

ing to the wall.  Not satisfied, he 

would repeat the process.   

 

A troublesome area in particular was 

on the bedroom floor in the hall 

where the wallpaper cracked and 

separated.  It seemed to be unfixable, 

with the paper separating by a quar-

ter of an inch.  Alan explains that by 

adding water, the paper is able to 

stretch and dry to the touch.  Voile.  

Fixed.   

 

Alan and Jesse spent two days re-

pairing our paper and they will re-

turn for a third day as their schedule 

allows.  Their presence at the DH 

will now be a partnership to keep the 

historically accurate paper looking 

its best.  It was originally envisioned 

lasting 40 years!  Wonder if any of 

us will be around to see how it holds 

up in 2042.  With Coopersmith’s 

help we are in it for the long haul. 

 

So, now guests entering the rooms of 

the Isaiah Davenport House will 

only be filled with wonder and curi-

osity. The wallpapers expose the 

tastes of 19th century design rather 

than errors of today.   

 

 
 

 

 

A look at the DH guest register: Dur-

ing the month of August (2010) the Dav-

enport House saw visitors from 34 

states, Washington, D.C. and Guam.  

Our international guests hailed from 14 

nations – Australia, Austria, Canada, 

England, France, Germany, Ireland, It-

aly, Mexico, the Netherlands, Nigeria, 

Spain, Ukraine and Venezuela.  Some 

interesting hometowns included Rising 

Sun, IN, Mitchell, IN, Catlettsburg, KY, 

Arnold, MD, Byhailia, MS, Glen Gard-

ner, NJ, High Bridge, NJ, Williamston, 

SC, Missouri City, TX, Matoaca, VA, 

The Plains, VA and Cedarburg, WI. 

 

Where They Heard About Us (in de-

scending order of frequency): Tour 

guides (cited by name: Ghost Tours, 

Andrew Low House, Savannah Walks, 

Carriage Tour); trolley tours (cited by 

names:  Old Town Trolley, Oglethorpe, 

Old Savannah Tours); guide books 

(cited by name:  AAA, Lonely Planet, 

Fodor’s, Frommers); brochures; Inter-

net; friends, walk-by; concierge (cited 

by name:  Marriott, Mulberry Inn, 

Kehoe House); Visitor Center; map; 

newspaper; locals; return visitors; 

Eugenia Price novels; Southern Living 

magazine.  

 

What They Said About Us:  

"Awesome."  "Wonderful."  "Great."  

"Very well explained."  "Lovely & inter-

esting."  "Very well preserved."  "Very 

informative tour, interesting & lovely 

house."  "Great restoration."  

"Stunning!"  "Love it."  "Excellent tour 

guide, Marty!"  "Inspiring."  "Amazing."  

"Wonderful. So much fun."  "Our tour 

guide was beyond awesome - Fantastic"  

"Jan was a fantastic tour guide.  So 

pleased to see all efforts made to pre-

serve history!!"  "Fantastica la Casa y 

toda la Ciudad."  "Spooky."  "Maria 

Sanchez - great tour."  "Nice job of 

renovating."  "Best home tour yet!"  

"Great tour, beautiful home, I love how 

realistic it is!"  "Good job, Dottie!"  

"Loved learning about the family."  

"Best house tour in Savannah!"  "Une 

magnifique maison et une guide passion-

nante!"  "Enjoyed the tour and the sto-

ries."  "Beautiful house and contents."  

Thoroughly appreciated the exposed 

construction."  "Excellent presentation."  

"Tiniest frogs in the garden we've ever 

seen!"  "I am proud of you for restoring 

something beautiful for the future."  

"Great feel for times gone by  

Wallpaper in the process 

of being repaired 

 


